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ENHANCING  
FLEET SAFETY

MASTERING THE PARKING LOT

Most drivers understand the risks of driving on roads and freeways but many underestimate the risks 
of parking lots and may even “drop their guard” once they’ve pulled off the road with their minds on 
finding a spot. Parking lot accidents are quite common, so it’s important to protect yourself from possible 
hazards even if you’ve stopped your vehicle just to make a quick delivery or to have lunch.

WHAT CAUSES PARKING LOT ACCIDENT

 �Driver distraction. Once in a parking lot, drivers 
typically become focused on finding their spot and 
in doing so, begin to neglect their surroundings. This 
can increase the risk of collision with a stationary 
object, another moving vehicle or a pedestrian.

 � Increased traffic of both the vehicular and 
pedestrian sort. Parking lots clearly have more 
pedestrians, they’re designed after all, for people to 
walk to and from their cars. And while the volume 
of vehicles may not necessarily be higher than 
what you’d encounter on roads, vehicles moving in 
directions other than yours are much higher.

 �Poor visibility. Most drivers pull “head first” into 
a parking spot which creates blind spots when the 
time comes to back out. 

 �Traffic laws fall by the wayside. Most parking 
lots are private property and while that doesn’t 
mean they’re regulation-free, they aren’t monitored 
by police the way roadways and freeways are. In 
parking lots, many drivers fail to completely stop at 
stop signs, travel against directional arrows, and may 
even cut between parked cars.

TIPS FOR AVOIDING PARKING LOT 
ACCIDENTS:

 �Be aware. Drive slowly and keep your eyes open 
for distracted drivers who may not see you. Obey 
all traffic signs just as you would on the road.

 �Back in, not out. Backing out of a parking spot   
ways reduces visibility. Back in instead, and you’ll 
find pulling out to be easier and safer. 

 �Don’t forget to signal, and keep your headlights on. 
Do whatever it takes to be seen by other drivers.

 �Never drive diagonally across lanes. Follow traffic lanes 
as if they were a true roadway and watch for other 
vehicles that are cutting diagonally across the lot.

 �Park further away from retail entrances. Traffic 
is higher near entrances as many drivers will 
repeatedly circle, seeking the closest spot. 

 �Be diligent at parking lot entrances and exits. 
Drivers can easily misjudge the timing for 
reentering traffic and then make sudden stops.  

REMEMBER THAT IN A PARKING LOT, BLIND SPOTS ARE EVERYWHERE AND VEHICLES CAN 

COME FROM ANY DIRECTION AT ANY TIME. YOUR KEY TO AVOIDING PARKING LOT ACCIDENTS 

IS IN BEING AWARE, BEING SEEN AND SLOWING DOWN.


